
EMC MEETINGS & EVENTS EMCME.COM

Ditch NYC and LA—think Milwaukee, Asheville, Salt Lake City, Kansas City. They’re
cheaper, less saturated, and often more open to unique activations.

TIER 2 & TIER 3TIER 2 & TIER 3TIER 2 & TIER 3
DESTINATIONSDESTINATIONSDESTINATIONS

OFFBEATOFFBEATOFFBEAT
VENUE SPACESVENUE SPACESVENUE SPACES
Think art galleries, rooftop gardens, greenhouses,
breweries, or even historic homes. They often
come with built-in charm (and lower rental fees).

Create small breakout zones using rented furniture, layered rugs, custom throws, and
soft lighting. It encourages connection and gives VIP without all the velvet ropes.

LOW-LIFTLOW-LIFTLOW-LIFT
LOUNGE PODSLOUNGE PODSLOUNGE PODS

ELEVATEDELEVATEDELEVATED
AUDIO MOMENTSAUDIO MOMENTSAUDIO MOMENTS
Instead of a DJ, hire a live vinyl-only DJ or create a
curated “silent listening lounge” with 
noise-canceling headphones and themed playlists.

CHEF’S MARKET TABLECHEF’S MARKET TABLECHEF’S MARKET TABLE
& TASTING STATIONS& TASTING STATIONS& TASTING STATIONS
Skip plated meals. Offer a chef-hosted tasting
station or DIY grazing tables that feel artisanal and
interactive without full-service F&B costs.

BRAND-AWAREBRAND-AWAREBRAND-AWARE
“GIFTING MOMENTS”“GIFTING MOMENTS”“GIFTING MOMENTS”
Partner with local makers for hyper-curated gifting
bars (think: candle pouring, spice blending, build-
your-own tea jars) instead of pricey swag bags.

PROJECTION-MAPPEDPROJECTION-MAPPEDPROJECTION-MAPPED
WALLS OR FLOORSWALLS OR FLOORSWALLS OR FLOORS
Transform any space with a rented projector 
and ambient visuals for a low-cost, high-drama 
brand immersion.

MINI MIXOLOGYMINI MIXOLOGYMINI MIXOLOGY
LABS & EXPERIENCESLABS & EXPERIENCESLABS & EXPERIENCES
Skip open bars and do “Cocktail/Mocktail Flights” 
or Mixology Labs with pre-batched ingredients and
how-to cards. Think fun, photogenic, and low-pour.

UNCONFERENCEUNCONFERENCEUNCONFERENCE
FORMATSFORMATSFORMATS
Break up traditional agendas with campfire
circles, idea cafés, or peer-led sessions—less
production, more connection.

GLOW-UPGLOW-UPGLOW-UP   
TRANSITTRANSITTRANSIT
Instead of luxury shuttles, try branded pedicabs,
vintage trolleys, or electric scooter stations for
quirky, Insta-ready guest arrivals.


